
Volume 5, Issue XII December 2010 

CONTENTS 

SPECIAL MUSIC 2 

NORWEGIAN SERVICE 2 

FINANCES 3 

YEAR END GIVING 3 

YOUTH NEWS 4 

FAITH FORMATION 5 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 6 

ADULT FORUMS 6 

MISSION COMMITTEE 6 

PARISH NURSE 7 

N.T.Y. 7 

OUR VISION 
 

“Through the cross of Jesus 

Christ, God is calling     

Calvary Lutheran Church 

to intentionally reach out 

and invite all people,      

nurture their faith and    

commitment to Jesus 

Christ, and send them to 

live a faithful and fruitful 

life of witness and service.” 

 The Messenger 
A monthly publication for Calvary Lutheran Church 

www.calvarylutheranchurch.com   

Come Worship with us: 

Saturday evenings at     

5:30 p.m. in the Chapel 

and Sunday mornings at          

8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 

11:05 a.m.                           

“WHAT’S UNDER YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE?” 

Dear Members and Friends of Calvary Lutheran, 
 

Capital One, a national financial organization, 
advertises their products and services by asking, “What’s 
in your wallet?” Of course, they want all of us to have 
and use a Capital One credit card.  
 

December 25, 2010 is Christmas Day. We could use the 
same thought and language by asking, “What’s under 
your Christmas Tree?” We think of gifts. Some are used 
and others are not. Some are expensive and others are 
not. Some may be returned and others may not. These 
gifts are given with love and the right spirit. 
 

Christmas is the observance and celebration of Jesus’ 

birth. It was a simple birth with meager surroundings 
and humble parents. His birth seemed routine until the 
shepherds, wisemen, and angels began to take notice. The environment and 
surroundings were different from other births. 
 

The gifts under our trees are given by human beings to others. Jesus’ birth is a gift 
from God to us, His people. The Gift was later tormented, put to death, but arose 
to live forever. This Gift was prophesied, was planned and brings an eternity to our 
life. This eternity is an everlasting existence in the presence of God! 
 

What’s under our tree? Well, gifts of love and material goods. The Gift of 
Christmas is a person, the Son of God! This Gift grants second chances, grace, 
creativity, and forever life. This Gift is under our Christmas tree! This Son of God 
is present among us. Emmanuel—GOD IS WITH US! 
 

Pastor Dean E. Johnson  

Pastor  
Dean E. Johnson 

Welcome Pastor Ron Hanson, retired ELCA pastor, who will 
begin interim pastoral duties at Calvary on January 1, 2011. 
Pastor Ron and his wife Connie have been members of Calvary 
since November 2008, retiring from active parish ministry in 
California and Wisconsin. Upon moving to Willmar he has served 
as interim pastor at Crow River Parish and Swift Falls Lutheran 
Churches in the SW/MN Synod. 
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Sundays at 10:05 a.m. in  Bethany 

Hall. 

December 5—“The use of trained 

dogs in  Hospice” - Mary Siefert 

December 12—“What we want for 

Christmas!” -  Pastor Dean 

ADULT FORUMS 

 

 
 

Dec 4:       5:30 p.m. Abigail Mathiasen 

Dec 5:   8:00 a.m.  Calvary Choir 

   9:00 a.m. Calvary Bells 

 11:05 a.m. de Cathelineau family 

Dec 11:   5:30 p.m. Terry Shaw 

Dec 12:   8:00 a.m. Marie Staley 

   9:00 a.m.  One Accord 

 11:05 a.m. Calvary Choir 

Dec 18:     5:30 p.m. Phillis DeBlieck and 

  Kelsey Compeau 

Dec 19:     8:00 & 9:00 a.m.  Terry Mikes 

 11:05 a.m. Sun. & Wed. School  

  Advent Program with choirs 

Dec 24:      4:00 p.m. Sandy Kocka and  

  Lori Halvorson 

   6:00 p.m. Calvary Choir 

 10:30 p.m. Tvete family 

Dec 25:   9:00 a.m. Marie Staley 

Dec 26:   8:30 a.m. Phillis DeBlieck 

 10:00 a.m. Lori Halvorson 

     December 
Special Music 

LITTLE CHRISTMAS EVE 

NORWEGIAN SERVICE 

Again this year, a tradition that was   
re-established at Calvary in 1991 will 
be observed. This is the Lillejulaften 
Norsk Gudstjeneste (Little Christmas 
Eve Norwegian Worship Service) that 
will take place on Thursday evening, 
December 23 at 7:00 p.m. This is a 
worship service with the liturgy, 
Christmas carols, and sermon in the 
Norwegian language. (The service 
booklet and sermon notes will have the 

English translation along side the 
Norwegian). There will be a time of enjoyment with 
coffee, Christmas treats, and fellowship following the 
service in Bethany Hall. Plan now to make this event a 
part of your Christmas celebration this year. 

YOUNG ADULT & MILITARY 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

If you have a young adult or a 
person in the Military who you 
would like to send a special 
greeting card, please give Gina his 
or her name and address. 
Confirmation youth will send him 
or her a greeting card filled with 
holiday cheer!  We need names 

and addresses by Wednesday, December 8.  

Fifth Quarter 

In October after a home football game, youth in grades 6-8 from Bethel, Calvary, 

Vinje, and St. Mary’s Churches enjoyed dressing up in 80’s style clothes, playing 

games, and hanging out at St. Mary’s Catholic Church.  
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GENERAL FUND TREASURER’S REPORT 
JANUARY—OCTOBER 

   
 

ACTUAL   

 

BUDGET 
INCOME:      
GENERAL FUND  547,018  556,980 

STEPPING FORWARD  57,000  57,116 

CAPITAL FUND  48,261  34,712 

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME  488  750 

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP  750  450 
RADIO BROADCAST 
SPONSORSHIP  2,635  2,750 

CHRISTMAS/EASTER  7,241  7,500 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS  2,533  2,000 

INTEREST INCOME  1,033  1,000 

TOTAL INCOME  666,959  663,258 
     
EXPENSES:     
BENEVOLENCE  57,894  62,851 
PROGRAM MUSIC AND 
WORSHIP  69,586  70,244 
EVANGELISM OUTREACH  5,158  5,843 
CHILDREN & FAMILY  52,784  56,315 
YOUTH & FAMILY  47,186  48,409 

STEWARDSHIP  3,216  4,000 

LIBRARY  1,228  1,062 
MAINTENANCE AND 
PROPERTY  109,985  118,366 

ADMINISTRATION  114,729  116,379 

PASTORAL STAFF  193,866  226,194 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES  655,632  709,663 

Thank you for your generous support of Calvary Lutheran Church 

and its missions. 

Comments: General Fund contributions 1.8% under budget for the year. 

Stepping Forward contributions 0.2% under of budget for the year. 
Total expenses 7.6% under budget for the year.  
 

FIRST FRUITS BENEVOLENCE GIVING 

JANUARY—OCTOBER 

   
2010 

ACTUAL   

2009 

ACTUAL 
ELCA SW MN SYNOD   23,361   24,452 
PAZ Y ESPERANZA   6,762   4,504 
ELCA MISSIONARY-SYLOVAKIA   2,664   2,788 
ELCA MISSIONARY-TIBET   2,664   2,788 
ELCA MISSIONARY-
MADAGASCAR   2,664   2,788 
SUNBEAM ASSOCIATION FOR 
MISSION   1,844   1,930 

NEW OUTREACH INITATIVES   0  1,643 
WILLMAR AREA FOOD SHELF   1,844   1,930 

SALVATION ARMY   2,459   2,574 
GREEN LAKE MINISTRY   4,303   4,504 
MEALS ON WHEELS   1,844   1,930 
LAKELAND CONFERENCE 
MINISTRY   4,303   6,435 
PRISONERS OF HOPE   338   643 
DISCRETIONARY 
BENEVOLENCE  1,000  2,500 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  1,844  1,930 

TOTAL   57,894   63,339 

Remember Calvary this Holiday 
Season. All year-end 

contributions are due in the 
church office by noon on 

December 31, 2010. Thank you 
for your support of Calvary. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

Calvary’s Annual Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, January 23, 2010 at 12:30 p.m. in 
Bethany Hall. All Boards, Committee 
Chairs and staff are asked to have their 
Annual Reports turned into the church 
office by December 14. 
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Y & F BOARD MEETING 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 5, after 

the 9 a.m. worship service in the Youth Lounge.    

 

 “When trials come your way-as inevitably they will do not run away. Run to your God and Father.”    
                                                                                      -Kay Arthur  

YOUTH COUNCIL  

On Wednesday, December 8 at 5 p.m. junior and senior high 

youth will meet with Jennifer Larson and Gina in the Youth 
Room. Members of the Youth Council are: (Jr. High) Kelsey 
Compeau, Felisha Giese, Alina Johnson, and Amber Willis 
(Sr. High) Hannah Anderson, Karlie Larson, Cassidy Skaro, 
and Josh Warne.  Thanks to these Youth and Jennifer for 
being part of this new opportunity to give our youth more of a 
voice!    

SAVE THE DATE! 

On Friday, January 14, 

from 7:30 p.m. to       

12 midnight at the 

Willmar YMCA, 

Calvary will be working 
with Bethel Lutheran 
Church and other local 
congregations to offer 

an evening of fellowship 

for youth in grades six 

through eight. Please save this date on 

your family calendar.  

YOUTH INTERESTED IN READING…? 

We are looking for youth to read 
scripture for the upcoming Advent 
Worship Program on Sunday, 
December 19 at the 11:05 a.m. service.  
Please let Gina know if you are 
interested! 

UPCOMING SKI TRIP FOR          

  9-12 GRADERS 

Let’s Hit the 
Slopes! On 

February 25 and 

26, youth from 

Bethel & 
Calvary 

Lutheran Churches and friends will be 
going to Giants Ridge Golf & Ski Resort in 

Virginia, MN.  We’ll spend the night, at 
the Mesabi Family YMCA on Friday night 

and on Saturday, we’ll hit the slopes.  If 
you are interested in attending please let 
Gina know and she’ll give you more 
information.  

ANNUAL YOUTH & FAMILY 

SKI TRIP 

The Annual Youth 
& Family ski outing 
will take place at 
Powder Ridge in 
Kimball, MN, in 
January. More 

details will follow in next month’s 
Messenger and bulletin announcements.   

Members of Calvary’s Youth Council: Amber Willis, Karlie Larson, 

Hannah Anderson, Cassidy Skaro, Felisha Giese, and Josh Warne 

Being held: Alina Johnson and Kelsey Compeau  

Anyone interested in being part of the Youth Council may contact 

Gina. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.urbanministry.org/files/images/scripture_closeup_0.preview.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.urbanministry.org/scripture&usg=__3-8AipEkRIlcPdN2fnf3qAxyLrE=&h=480&w=640&sz=38&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=f2u8wkP32jpbZM:&tbnh=103
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Advent Worship Program  
Lead by Calvary’s children:   

Noah’s Ark, PromiseLand, and Station 16 
“What Shall We Name Him?” 

December 19, 2010 
11:05 am Service 

  

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom God belongs. Truly I tell 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”  Mark 10:14b-15 

 

Over the last few years, one of the meaningful ways Calvary has included its children in worship has been by doing 
the children’s “Christmas program” as a worship service on Sunday morning. This is especially meaningful for 
three reasons: 1) All of us, whether we have children or not, can observe and learn from them. Children can show 
us what it means to become “as a little child.” 2) Children are an important and loved part of our church family 
and as such capable of contributing to and enriching our worship. 3) In worship, children can develop their 
identity with the people of God. This feeling of identity becomes a foundation for their future participation as 
members of God’s church. We teach; we learn—concertedly. 
 

Once again during the season of Advent, children in Noah’s Ark (3,4,5 year olds) and PromiseLand /Station 16 

(1st through 6th grades) will be responsible for an Advent worship service on Sunday, December 19 at the 11:05am 

service only. This service is intergenerational in spirit. Our children will lead us; all of our church choirs will 

participate; Confirmation students will assist with the readings. Parents, grandparents, and persons of all ages are 
invited and encouraged to attend and worship with our children as we ask and find answers to the question: 

―What Shall We Name Him?‖  
 

Please note: 
Advent Worship Program Practice Dates: 

Sunday, December 12 (in place of Sunday School) at 10:05-10:55am.  Meet in the sanctuary. 

Wednesday, December 15 (in place of Wednesday School and children’s choirs) at 5:30 – 7:00pm. Meet in the 

sanctuary. Saturday, December 18, 10am – 11:30am. Meet in the sanctuary. 

 

 Sunday, December 19, 11:05am. Advent Worship Program. 

All children will meet in Bethany Hall. 

Scheduling—Sunday/Wednesday School through the 

Christmas break: 
 

 Wednesday, December 22:  No Wednesday computer lab, 

Noah’s Ark or Station 16 KIDZ 

 Sunday, December 26: No Sunday School 

 Wednesday, December 29: No Wednesday computer lab, 

Noah’s Ark or Station !16 KIDZ 

Wednesday, 
December 5, 
the computer 
lab will be 
open at 2:30 
pm.  Station 16 

KIDZ/Noah’s Ark, Wednesdays, will 
resume at 5:15pm. 
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FIRST FRUITS giving supporting a dozen 

outreach groups 

In the November 7 bulletin, Calvary members may 
have noticed a listing of those groups that receive 
money under the church’s First Fruits giving 
designation.  These organizations receive the first 10 
percent of the church’s general offering. 
  

About a dozen groups receive First Fruits funding: 
ELCA Southwest Minnesota Synod, Paz Y Esperanza, 
missionaries in three countries (Slovakia, Tibet, and 
Madagascar), Sunbeam Association for Mission (in 
Jamaica), Willmar Area Food Shelf, Salvation Army, 

Green Lake Ministry, Meals on Wheels, Lakeland 
Conference, Prisoners of Hope, and Habitat for 
Humanity. 
  

Between January and October of this year, these 
outreach groups received about $61,000 from Calvary.  
The First Fruits designations are recommended by the 
mission committee and ultimately approved by the 
church council. 
  

Thanks to Calvary members for your support of these 
important missions! 

     Gregg Aamot, 

Member of the Mission Committee 

Remember to put a Calvary 
Cookbook on your Christmas wish 
list. Cookbooks may be purchased at 
the Welcome Center on Sunday 
mornings or during regular Church 

office hours, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday. 

SOCIAL CONCERNS CORNER 

The season for thanks and giving 
continues into December as we 
look to celebrate Christ’s birthday.  
Calvary’s Giving Tree is located 
in the Narthex of the church.   
The ornaments on the tree 
represent an opportunity to give 
gifts to those that may need some 
help to make their Christmas 
fruitful.  Money may be 

contributed to the Social Concerns 
Discretionary Fund so that we can continue our 
tradition of giving to those in need throughout the 
year. 
 

Agencies that are represented include: Bethesda 
Heritage and Bethesda Pleasantview nursing homes, 
Kandiyohi County Public Health, Kandiyohi 
County Family Services, Headstart, Rice Care 
Center, West Central Industries, Safe Avenues 
(Women’s Shelter), as well as the Discretionary 
Fund. 
 

Please take an ornament or two and return the gift 

(in a gift bag, please) to the church office by 
December 15. 
 

It truly is the season for cheerful giving! 
 

May you all have a very blessed holiday season!  
Remember, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” 

Social  Concerns Committee 

CWELCA NEWS: 

Women of the ELCA will hold 

a general meeting on Thursday, 
December 9 with a noon 
luncheon in Bethany Hall.     
Sign up in the church office  
(235-2508) by December 5. 
Shirley (Pettis) Ringness will 
enlighten us with her songs.  

Circle Chairwomen-please encourage your women 
to attend and bring a friend. 

                      ELCW Chair, Rosalie Johnson 
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Our Parish Leadership 

President: Lori Holmgren 

Vice President: Mike Schroeder 

Secretary: Nancy Holt 

Pastors 

Staff e-mail addresses 

Pastor Timothy Larson            pastortim@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Pastor Dean E. Johnson        pastordean@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Les Halverson,                                 lesh@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

  Business Manager  

Regina V. Hatzinger     gina@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

  Coordinator of Youth & Family Ministry 

Mary Gabel                                    mary@calvarylutheranchurch.com  

  Coordinator of Children & Family Ministry 

Cathie Helland                            cathlyn@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

  Director of Music Ministry 

Deb Rice, Office Manager               deb@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Linda Broberg                                linda@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

   Office Assistant 

Calvary Library        library@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Dona Haines, Parish Nurse                                   bobdona@en-tel.net 

Dena Eichelberger, Parish Nurse                               Ike1@charter.net 

Ron Keith, Cemetery Sexton                                ronbon@charter.net 

Check out Calvaryôs web site at www.calvarylutheranchurch.com 

THANKS AND APPRECIATION  
Thanks for all of your prayers and the prayer shawl. 
They are very much appreciated. It means everything to 
Ivan that we belong to such a caring church. It means a 
great deal to us both to know that we are supported by so 
many. 

God Bless, 

Ivan & Marilee Sordahl 

PARISH NURSE NOTES .... 

The 12 Ways to Health Holiday Song 
Learn how to stay safe and healthy with this festive 
song sung to the tune of The Twelve Days of Christmas!* 

The twelfth way to health, said 
the CDC to me 

Eat well and get moving, 
prepare dinner safely, practice 
fire safety, monitor the children, 
get your vaccinations, get exams 
and screenings, fasten belts 
while driving, BE SMOKE-
FREE, don't drink and drive, 
manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash hands 
to be safe and healthy. 

http://www.cdc.gov/family/holiday/12ways.htm 

 "That it may be well with you..." Ephesians 6:3 

Happy Holidays  
 

Parish Nurses, Dena Eichelberger and Dona Haines 

MEMORIAL TREE 

ORNAMENT 
DONATIONS are being 

accepted in the church office for 
this years Christmas season. 

NTY: NOT THROUGH YET 

Date: Dec. 10, 2010 at  12:00 noon 
 

RSVP: Please call the church office (235-2508) by 
Wednesday noon, Dec. 8 to make reservations.   
 

NTY: A group that claims to be at least 55 years old.   
No joining required - come when you can!  

javascript:void(0);


Calvary Lutheran Church 

302 Olena Avenue SE 

Willmar, MN 56201 

(320) 235-2508 

 www.calvarylutheranchurch.com  
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Willmar, Minnesota 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Saturday, December 18—5:30 p.m. Chapel Worship 

Sunday, December 19—8:00 a.m. Worship 

  9:00 a.m. New Horizon Worship  

11:05 a.m. Worship/Sunday School Youth/Choirs 

Little Christmas Eve Norwegian Service 
Thursday, December 23—7:00 p.m. 

Early Christmas Eve Services 
Friday, December 24—Service of Carols/Communion/Candlelighting—4:00 & 6:00 p.m. 

Late Christmas Eve Worship 
Friday, December 24—Festival Communion/Candlelighting—10:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day 
Saturday, December 25—Festival Worship/Holy Communion—9:00 a.m. 

First Sunday after Christmas  
Sunday, December 26—8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 

Second Sunday after Christmas  
Sunday, January 2— 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Holy Communion 


