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OUR VISION 
 

―Through the cross of Jesus 

Christ, God is calling     

Calvary Lutheran Church 

to intentionally reach out 

and invite all people,      

nurture their faith and    

commitment to Jesus 

Christ, and send them to 

live a faithful and fruitful 

life of witness and service.‖ 

  The Messenger 
        A monthly publication for Calvary Lutheran Church 

www.calvarylutheranchurch.com   

Come Worship with us: 

Saturday evenings at      

5:30pm in the Chapel and 

Sunday mornings at           

8:00, 9:00 and 11:05am 

 

Greetings! 

I am so excited to be here at Calvary as your Pastor of 

Family Ministries. My husband, Seth Novak, and I very 

much appreciate the warm welcome we’ve received and 

look forward to continuing to get to know everyone here. 

It has been a great beginning!  Seth is also a pastor, 

waiting for a call in the nearby area. I also want to thank 

you for the lovely gift that I received for my ordination. 
Your thoughts and prayers were definitely felt on that 

special day for me – it was a great part of the beginning of 

my call! 
 

I love beginnings – all kinds! I find the morning air 

refreshing and the morning sunshine to be full of 

potential. I love meeting new people and finding out what we have in common 

and what we can learn from each other. I love when seeds planted in a garden first 

begin to sprout. I love how the first few measures of music in a song can draw you 
into an emotional experience. 
 

Beginnings for me are full of endless possibilities, creativity, and energy. I consider 

beginnings to be holy because of the first ―in the beginning…‖ — creation itself. I 
imagine the newly created earth positively crackling with energy, quivering with 

joy, holding it’s breath with the excitement of the possibility that creation could 

be. 
 

As I begin this call, as we begin this relationship of pastor and congregation, I 

anticipate great joys and mutual growth and learning. I also anticipate that life will 

happen, that difficulties will occur, and that we will grieve together. In our lives, 

sometimes the days don’t live up to their potential. In all the great potential of 

creation, we also read about the beginning of sin, the first acts of violence, and 

blatant discrimination. In all the great potential of our days on this earth, we hurt 

those we love, we ignore those in need, and we do not act as God calls us to act. 
 

So what does it mean for us when, after a beginning full of potential, things 

become painful? This is when God’s actions for us become real, become important 

in our lives. The creator of all, the first participant in the beginning of anything, 

through the actions of Christ and with the power of the Holy Spirit, gives us grace 

and hope. Our human fallibility, our worry and doubt, leaves us in danger of 
dreading the new day because of what might happen.  But because we are assured 

of God’s steadfast love and consistent presence in our lives and in our community, 

we are empowered to rest in hope and love instead of doubt and worry. 

 

Peace and Joy, 
Pastor Stephanie 

Pastor  

Stephanie McCarthy 
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Feb 4:   5:30 p.m. Corlis Knapper 

Feb 5:   8:00 a.m. Randy Krogmann 

   9:00 a.m. Calvary Bells 

 11:05 a.m. Calvary Choir 

Feb 11:     5:30 p.m. Terry Shaw 

Feb 12:     8:00 & 9:00 a.m.  One Accord 

 11:05 a.m. Free Spirits  

Feb 18:      5:30 p.m. Brielle Thorpe 

Feb 19:   8:00 a.m. Calvary Choir   

   9:00 a.m. Noah’s Ark 

 11:05 a.m. Karina Rice 

Feb 22:   5:15 p.m. Debbie Larson 

   7:00 p.m. Calvary Choir 

Feb 25:   5:30 p.m. Chapel Kids 

Feb 26:   8:00 a.m. TBA 

   9:00 a.m. Ann Phillips & 

   Jordan Martins 

 11:05 a.m. Calvary Bells 

Feb 29:   5:15 & 7:00 p.m.  Karen Loge 

Special Music 

Children’s choirs will not meet on Ash 

Wednesday, February 22. The Calvary 

Choir will meet Ash Wednesday at   

6:15 pm and will continue to rehearse at 

that time during the Lenten season. The 

Chapel Kids (Grades 3 – 6) will change 
their rehearsal time during Lent to      

4:30 pm and that first practice at 4:30 

will begin on February 29. Free Spirits       
(7, 8 & 9 grades) will not be meeting 
during Lent. 

The Concordia Chapel Choir, 
under the direction of Michael 
Smith, will be presenting a 
concert at Calvary Lutheran 
Church on Friday evening, 
March 16 at 7:30 pm. A free-
will offering will be taken during 
the concert.   

We are looking for places for the college students to 
stay that evening.  Please contact Cathie Helland at 
cathlyn@calvarylutheranchurch.com or call          
235-2508 and ask for Cathie if you have room to 

house students.  We are looking forward to having 
the Concordia Chapel Choir here at Calvary.   

TROOP 224  

ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Please join us on Sunday, February 5, 
for BSA Troop 224's annual spaghetti 
dinner.  We will be serving from 11 
am - 1 pm in Bethany Hall. This is a 
free will donation.  Proceeds will go 
to support Troop 224’s activities. 
Thank you for supporting the Boy 

Scouts of America and our troop. 

Sundays at 10:05 am in  Bethany Hall  

Life With God—led by Pastor Tim 

February 5, 19, and 26 

ADULT FORUMS 

mailto:Cathlyn@calvarylutheranchurch.com
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EQUIPPING CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS DAY 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 11 
“WALKING TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S MISSION” 

                          At Calvary Lutheran Church 
 

We are pleased that Calvary will be hosting the 2012 SW MN Synod ―Equipping Leaders 
Day‖ on Saturday, Feb. 11, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The event will bring together 
leaders from congregations across our Synod to be equipped for stronger and more 
effective ministry in the life and mission of our congregations. Over 200 people attended 
last year at Redwood Falls.  We urge and invite anyone serving in positions of leadership 
or service at Calvary to come and share in this day of growing and learning.  Those who 
should attend include:  members of the church council, all board and committee members, 
and those who serve in the areas of worship and music, Christian education, mission, 
evangelism, outreach, youth ministry, plus people who are concerned for Care of 
Creation, and cross-cultural relationships with our Hispanic friends at Paz Y Esperanza 
Lutheran Church, and our Somali Muslim neighbors. 
 

Our keynote speakers will be Dr. Jessicah Duckworth, an exciting young professor at Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, and our Synod Bishop Jon Anderson.  Dr. Duckworth will help us build a strong foundation in the 

catechism to strengthen us for our call to unite in our mission to our community and our world..  Bishop 
Anderson will conclude the day with a presentation that will remind us who we are:  ―Baptized:  Called and 
Sent.‖ 
 

A wide variety of some 30 different workshops will be available so there will be topics to fit almost everyone’s 
needs and interests.  Informational brochures on the Equipping Congregational Leaders Day and a description 

of all 30 workshops is available at Calvary at the Welcome Center Window or online at swmnelca.org/events  
To register to attend, simply sign up at the Welcome Center or call the church office. 
 

Because we are hosting this event, we also need to ask for volunteers from Calvary who will help us show 

good hospitality to our many guests from other congregations in the Synod.  Help will be needed to serve 

refreshments and a catered noon box lunch meal, to serve as ―hallway direction givers‖ to help people find 
workshop locations, and to help set up on Friday and clean up after the event on Saturday. Sign up to help at 
the Welcome Center Window or talk to Pastor Ron Hanson.  
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“ God uses ordinary people who are obedient to Him to do extraordinary things.”   -John Maxwell

JR. HIGH MINI LOCK-IN 

On Friday, February 3, from 7:30 pm to 12 midnight, sixth 
grade through eighth grade youth are invited to join Bethel, 
Calvary, and St. Mary’s churches for a night of service, fun 
and fellowship.  The cost is $10 per youth; permission forms 
are located on the bulletin board outside of Gina’s office.    

Community Meal 
The Community Meal will be held on 

Sunday, February 19.  If you are interested 
in serving, please let Alice Weiberg or Gina 
know.  Thanks to the youth and parents 
who continue to make this part of their 
family schedule!  

2012 LIVE/SILENT AUCTION 

    On Sunday, March 4, at    

6 pm the Silent & Live 

Auction will be held in 

Bethany Hall.  Desserts 
will be served with a 

Mardi Gras flare!  If 

anyone has new or gently used items 

they would like to donate for this 

important event, please let Gina know.  

Youth and adults interested in helping 

with this event are welcome.  It will a fun 

and exciting evening!     

CALVARY PARENTS NIGHT OUT  

On Friday, February 17, from 5 to 8:30 pm, 

parents from Calvary and military families are 

invited to drop their children of any age off at the 

church while they enjoy a night out.  Please register 
your children for this fun filled night of games, treats 
and some meaningful activities!  Feel free to e-mail 
Gina at gina@calvarylutheranchurch.com  If any 
youth or other Calvary adults would like to help 

with this evening please let Gina know.     

Lenten Meals 
Before or after the worship service 

please join Calvary’s youth, parents 
and other volunteers for Lenten 
supper from 5:45 to 7 pm in Bethany 
Hall. A free will offering will be 
collected. This is a great time for 

fellowship, tasty soup, sandwiches and dessert!     

Wednesday, February 22   

Chili, Chicken Wild Rice, and Potato Bacon 

Wednesday, February 29 

Cheeseburger Chowder, Lasagna, and California Medley 

UPCOMING SENIOR HIGH 

YOUTH GATHERING 

Calling all Senior High Youth!  On    

March 30-31 the Southwestern Synod 
Gathering will be taking place at the Best 

Western in Mankato. Take My Hand,     

Psalm 40:1-3 will be the focus for the 
weekend.  Registration begins on    
February 1. If you are interested in 
attending, please let Pastor Stephanie or 
Gina know.  

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 

MEETING 

For the month of February the meeting will 

take place on Sunday, February 12 at 1 pm  

in the Youth Room. This meeting is for 

youth participating in the Youth Gathering 
and any other youth who want to attend. 

Confirmation Youth & Parents  
Ash Wednesday is just around the corner, Wednesday, 

February 22. Confirmation youth will be asked to have one 
parent accompany them to help serve two shifts during the 
Lenten soup suppers with their small group. A letter will be 
mailed to all Confirmation families with details.  

mailto:gina@calvarylutheranchruch.com
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Reminder: 
Faith Steps  continues in February on Sunday mornings, 

February 5 and 12 for 4 and 5 year olds 
during the education hour in the Koinonia 
room. Pastor Stephanie will be teaching 
The Lord’s Prayer.  These classes are 

designed for parents to attend with their 
children. Don’t forget to set aside these dates and attend 

with your child. 

PromiseLand Rotation 5, The Disciples, begins 

for four weeks on February 5.  The memory 

verse for this rotation is Matthew 4:19 (Jesus 
calls Peter and Andrew), “Follow me, and I will 

make you fish for people.” Workshop leaders for 

this rotation are: Andy Berg—Bible Skills, Jean 
Berg—Music, Jennifer Halverson—video, and 
Holly Ulrich—Science. Thank you to these 

people for sharing their time and talents with 

our children. Volunteers are still needed for 

Art and Computer. 

Singing Dates 
Noah’s Ark children (3, 4, 5 year olds) 
will sing at the 9:00am service on Sunday, 
February 19. 

Looking ahead:  
Calvary kids, 3 
years through 6th 
grade, will sing at 

both the 9:00am 
and 11:05am 

services on Palm Sunday, April 1. Also, 
Calvary kids will sing at the 9:00am 

service on May 20, the last day of Sunday 
School. 

VBS 

planning 

has 

begun. If 
you are 

interested in helping with 
VBS in any way, please give Mary a call 
or stop in and see her. We will need 
teachers, shepherds, people to decorate, 

and people to help organize the program. 
The Board of Children and Family 
welcomes your ideas and skills. The dates 
for VBS this summer are June 10 through 
June 14.  Please consider helping. 

Noah’s Ark children singing a Sunday morning in the Fish Room.  
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Thank you and Appreciation 
The family of Donald Larson would like to thank you 
for the prayers and support Calvary gave us during this 
difficult time. Thank you to Pastor Tim for your vivists 
and guidance. Thanks to the ladies for serving the 
meal at the funeral. Thanks also for the many cards 
and memorials. 
The family of Donald Larson 

NTY: NOT THROUGH YET 

Date: Feb 10, 2012 at  

          12:00 noon 

RSVP: Please call the 
church office (235-2508) by 
Wednesday noon Feb 8, to 
make reservations.   
 

NTY: A group that claims 
to be at least 55 years old.  

No joining required - come when you can!  

Altar Guild will 

meet on February 16 
at 7 pm in the 

Friendship Room. 

On Friday, January 13, Calvary hosted a Girls Night 

Out in Bethany Hall. One of our members, Kasey 

Baker, shared some stories of faith and courage to 

the young ladies. It was a night full of fellowship, 

fun, and memories. 

Girls Night Out 
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Our Parish Leadership 

President: Mike Schroeder 

Vice President: Mark Thompson 

Secretary: Trisha Appeldorn 

Pastors 

Staff e-mail addresses 

Pastor Timothy Larson           pastortim@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Pastor Dean E. Johnson        pastordean@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Pastor Stephanie McCarthy   

                                      pastorstephanie@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Pastor Ron Hanson                 pastorron@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Les Halverson,                                lesh@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

  Business Manager  

Regina V. Hatzinger                       gina@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

  Coordinator of Youth & Family Ministry 

Mary Gabel                                    mary@calvarylutheranchurch.com  

  Coordinator of Children & Family Ministry 

Cathie Helland                           cathlyn@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

  Director of Music Ministry 

Deb Rice, Office Manager               deb@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Linda Broberg                                linda@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

   Office Assistant 

Calvary Library       library@calvarylutheranchurch.com 

Dona Haines, Parish Nurse                                  bobdona@en-tel.net 

Ron Keith, Cemetery Sexton                               ronbon@charter.net 

Check out Calvary’s web site at www.calvarylutheranchurch.com 

SOCIAL CONCERNS CORNER 

March is the month to raise awareness about the 
need for our food shelves and other forms of help for 
those that need food for their families. Calvary has 
always helped in this manner as we have a designated 
area for year round donations.  A special emphasis to 

focus on this need is our Food Shelf Sunday.  The 

date is March 25, 2011.  There will be a processional 

offering for both food and cash at all services that 
weekend. Watch for more details in the bulletin. 
―Buy a Bag‖ will be available on that Sunday. 
 

Thanks for all the donations that are given by you, 
members of Calvary Lutheran Church! 
 

The Social Concerns Committee  

The Lakeland Conference of Women 
of the ELCA Winter Retreat 

Missions 
Green Lake Bible Camp 

February 20, 2012 

Registration & Coffee: 9:00 am 

Speakers: Bryant Kaden - am 

            Carrie Van Epps - pm 

Skit with Music by Marla Adrian 

This Facility is Handicap Accessible 

Cost – Registration and Meal - $10.00  

Send your registrations in by Feb. 10, 2012 

to: 

Sandra Mathison  
PO Box 367 

Belgrade, MN  56312 

 

A board meeting will be 

held at a later date in 
February. Watch your 

bulletin for date and 

time. 
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WHAT LANGUAGE SHALL I BORROW? 
O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED—ELW #351 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 2012 

February 22 – Personal Absolution  

with Laying of Hands & Holy Communion 

The Language of HUMILITY!    

5:15 & 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, February 29 – Week I 

The Language of LOVE!    

Holden Evening Prayer—5:15 & 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lent Begins Special Lenten 
Mid-week Offerings 

Out of love for our Lord and the work of His 
church, we share special offerings each week to 
support these specific ministries: 

Feb 22 – Ash Wednesday 

   ELCA Youth Gathering—New Orleans  

Feb 29 – Friends of Madagascar—FOMM 

Mar 7 – Community Meal 

Mar 14 – Lutheran World Relief—LWR 

Mar 21 – Salvation Army/Women’s Shelter 

Mar 28 – Lutheran Social Services—LSS 

Apr 15 – GLMM Bible Camp Scholarship 


