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OUR  V ISION  
 

òThrough the cross of Jesus 

Christ, God is calling     

Calvary Lutheran Church 

to intentionally reach out 

and invite all people,      

nurture their faith and    

commitment to Jesus 

Christ, and send them to 

live a faithful and fruitful 

life of witness and service.ó 

  The Messenger 
        A monthly publication for Calvary Lutheran Church 

www.calvarylutheranchurch.com   

Come Worship with us: 

Saturday evenings at      

5:30pm in the Chapel and 

Sunday mornings at           

8:00, 9:00 and 11:05am 

PASTORAL STAFFING UPDATE 
 

WE WELCOME  Pastor Stephanie Jean McCarthy as our new Pastor 

of Family Ministries. Stephanie comes to us from Appleton, WI, and 

begins her duties at Calvary January 1. She received her BA from St. 
Norbert College, Green Bay, WI, and her Master of Divinity at 
Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, IA, in 2011. In 

addition to the general pastoral duties at 
Calvary, Stephanie will provide primary pastoral 

leadership with Calvaryõs children, youth, and 
family ministry area.   

 
Stephanie will be ordained at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Appleton, WI, on Saturday, January 14, 

and will be officially installed at Calvary at all 
worship services January 28 and 29. We 

welcome Stephanie and her husband Seth to 
Willmar.  

 
Special thanks is expressed to the Call Committee who worked over and 
over in this call process: Kevin Hanson - chair, Brad Rice - co-chair, 

Linda Bahe, Jack Behr, Chris Bennett, Jean Berg, Cathy Halbritter,  
Josh Warne, and Amber Willis. 

 

With Stephanieõs arrival, Pastor Ron Hansonõs interim will end. But 

this will not end Pastor Ronõs ministry among us. At the December 

2011 church council meeting, the council endorsed and accepted the 
Personnel and Executive Committeeõs recommendation to extend 

Pastor Ronõs ministry contract with us. He will continue his present 
arrangement of time with us through January and February when  

Pastor Dean is in Arizona. On March 1, upon Pastor Deanõs return, 
Pastor Ron will share duties as our part-time Associate Pastor providing 
pastoral resource and support in the areas of worship, visitation and 

outreach, and adult education. Thank you, Pastor Ron, for your 
commitment to Calvary. 

 
Pastor Tim Larson 

Pastor Timothy Larson 
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Sundays at 10:05 am in  Bethany Hall  

Life With Godñled by Pastor Tim 

January 15 and 29 

February 5, 19, and 26 

ADULT FORUMS  

TROOP 224  

ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DIN NER  

Please join us on Sunday, February 5, for 
BSA Troop 224's Annual Spaghetti Dinner.  
We will be serving from 11 am - 1 pm in 
Bethany Hall. This is a free will donation.  
Proceeds will go to support Troop 224õs 
activities. Thank you for supporting the Boy 
Scouts of America and our troop. 

First Fruits Benevolence Giving  

IN 2005, at our annual congregational meeting, Calvary 
Lutheran Church adopted a practice we have come to know as 
òFirst Fruits Benevolence Giving.ó This òGivingó practice 
means that every Sunday when the offering to the General 
Fund and the Stepping Forward Ministry Growth Fund is 
received, we tithe the òfirstó 10 percent of offerings received to 
the greater mission and ministry of the church, trusting Godõs 
provision for all the other needs of Calvary.   
 
This òFirst Fruitsó 10 percent money (the first 10 cents of every 
dollar) is then proportionately shared as òbenevolenceó gifts to 
varied ministry partners. Each year the church council reviews 
how we apportion our òFirst Fruitsó offerings. The following 

gifts represent with whom and what we have shared this year 
through November 2011: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Calvary membership for your willingness to give 

and to share!  

ELCA Synodical Giving 25,652 

   SW MN Synod Redwoodñ12,185  

   ELCA Chicagoñ13,467  

ELCA Missionary Eastern Europe 3,721. 

ELCA Missionary Tibet  3,721. 

ELCA Missionary Madagascar 1,333. 

Paz Y Esperanza Willmar 8,776. 

Sunbeam Assoc Mission Jamaica 2,025. 

Willmar Area Food Shelf 2,025. 

Salvation Army 2,700. 

Green Lake Bible Camp 4,725. 

Meals on Wheels 2,025. 

Lakeland Conference Campus Min 4,725. 

Habitat for Humanity  2,025. 

Discretionary Mission Fund 3,319. 

                  Total  66,772 

 

Jan 1:   8:00 a.m. Connie Dickerson 

   9:30 a.m. Instrumental Music  

Jan 7:   5:30 p.m. Heather Fostervold 

Jan 8:   8:00 a.m.  

  Mary Jo de Cathelineau 

   9:00 a.m. One Accord 

 11:05 a.m. Calvary Choir 

Jan 14:     5:30 p.m. Terry Shaw 

Jan 15:     8:00 a.m. Calvary Choir 

   9:00 a.m.  Paz Y Esperanza 

 11:05 a.m. Amanda Mathiasen   

Jan 21:      5:30 p.m. Corlis Knapper 

Jan 22:   8:00 a.m. Phillis DeBlieck    

   9:00 a.m. Chapel Kids &  

   Free Spirits 

 11:05 a.m. Calvary Choir 

Jan 28:   5:30 p.m. Mackenzie Moist 

Jan 29:   8:00 a.m. Calvary Choir 

   9:00 a.m. PromiseLand Children 

 11:05 a.m. Calvary Bells 

Special Music 

Join the Council on 
Sunday, January 22           

in Bethany Hall                 

(10:00-11:00 am) for Coffee 

With The Council.  
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GENERAL FUND TREASURERôS REPORT 
JANUARYðNOVEMBER 

   
 

ACTUAL   

 

BUDGET 
INCOME:      
GENERAL FUND  601,438  606,830 

STEPPING FORWARD  61,918  62,308 

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME  269  550 

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP  1,025  950 
RADIO BROADCAST 
SPONSORSHIP  2,825  2,925 

CHRISTMAS/EASTER  7,848  7,000 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS  2,519  2,500 

INTEREST INCOME  946  1,100 

TOTAL INCOME  678,788  684,163 
     
EXPENSES:     
BENEVOLENCE  66,772  68,381 
PROGRAM MUSIC AND 
WORSHIP  77,326  79,060 
EVANGELISM OUTREACH  6,529  6,699 
CHILDREN & FAMILY  56,085  60,417 
YOUTH & FAMILY  53,960  54,242 

STEWARDSHIP  4,563  4,500 

LIBRARY  1,489  1,363 
MAINTENANCE AND 
PROPERTY  125,164  126,848 

ADMINISTRATION  126,693  132,944 

PASTORAL STAFF  196,519  213,215 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES  715,100  747,669 

Thank you for your generous support of Calvary Lutheran Church 

and its missions. 

Comments: General Fund contributions 0.9% under budget for the year. 

Stepping Forward contributions 0.6% under budget for the year. 
Total expenses 4.4% under budget for the year.  
 

FIRST FRUITS BENEVOLENCE GIVING 

JANUARYðNOVEMBER 

   
2011 

ACTUAL   

2010 

ACTUAL 

ELCA SW MN SYNOD   25,652   25,811 
PAZ Y ESPERANZA   8,776   7,472 
ELCA MISSIONARY-E. EUROPE   3,721  2,943 
ELCA MISSIONARY-JAPAN   3,721   2,943 
ELCA MISSIONARY-
MADAGASCAR   1,333   2,943 
SUNBEAM ASSOCIATION FOR 
MISSION   2,025   2,038 
WILLMAR AREA FOOD SHELF   2,025   2,038 

SALVATION ARMY   2,700  2,717 
GREEN LAKE MINISTRY   4,725   4,755 
MEALS ON WHEELS   2,025   2,038 

LAKELAND CONFERENCE 
MINISTRY   4,725   4,755 
PRISONERS OF HOPE   0   338 
DISCRETIONARY 
BENEVOLENCE  3,319  1,000 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  2,025  2,038 

TOTAL   66,772   63,829 

 

ANNUAL MEETING  

Calvaryõs Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 29, 2011 at 12:30 pm in Bethany Hall.  

Annual Meal  

Will be offered an hour before the Annual Meeting 

on Sunday, January 29 from 11:30 am ð12:30 pm  

in Bethany Hall.  The menu for this meal will be 
shared closer to the date.   

With the departure of Gregg Aamot the 
Mission Committee at Calvary has gotten 
smaller. The four of us who remain on the 
committee would be very happy to have 

some new people join us. We have short 
monthly meetings to plan mission events 
and fundraisers at Calvary and to 
raise awareness of missions. If you would 

be interested in serving on the Mission Committee, 
please contact one of us or Pastor Ron Hanson. Thank 
you and God bless you! 
  

Shelley Hedlund, Dawn Fisch, 
Marie Lang, and Alvina Munneke    
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Faith Rocks/Jr. High and Sr. High Sunday Opportunities:  

Sunday, January 8, 15, and 22 each group will meet in their 
respective rooms at 10:05 am. More information to come in 
future bulletins. 

Sunday Opportunity 

On Sunday, January 15 at 1 pm, all youth 
and adults participating in the ELCA Youth 
Gathering and any others interested are 
welcome to join us in the Youth Room for 
an hour meeting of teambuilding, learning 
and fun.  

ò Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Donõt be afraid or discouraged by the size of the task,  

                   for the Lord God, my God is with you. He will not fail you or forsake you.ó   -1 Chronicles 28:20

JR. HIGH MINI LOCK -IN 

On Friday, February 3 from 7:30 pm to   

12 midnight, Bethel, Calvary, and St. 
Maryõs will host a night of fellowship, 
service, and fun at the Kandiyohi County 
YMCA. Please mark your calendars.  A 
form with further details will be given out at 
Confirmation in the near future.     

Fellowship Meal  
On Sunday, January 8, 8:30 am to 10:30 am 

in Bethany Hall, pancakes, sausage links, 
applesauce and beverages will be served.  A 
free will offering will be collected to help raise 
funds for the Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans, LA.  Any youth not going on the trip 
who would like to help with the meal, are 

also welcome!   

ANNUAL POWDER RIDGE EVENT  

will be held Saturday, January 21.   
Powder Ridge offers a church night on late 
Saturday afternoons with more affordable 

rates. This event is open to children, 

youth, and families. Children in sixth 

grade and under will need to be 

accompanied by an adult.  We will be 

taking a school bus as we did last year.  
Registration forms for this trip will be available in the near 
future and will include the cost of transportation.   

Saturday night rates:   

4 pm to 5 pm arrival  
Lift Ticket: $18 
Ski rental: $18   
Snow board & boots: $18  
Tubing after 5 pm is $13 additional hrs. $4 

Guy¬s & Girls Night Out at Calvary 

Girls in grade 7th and up, you are invited 

for a night of facials, painting nails, 
gabbing with other girls and sharing tasty 
food. Weõll also have a special guest 
speaker who will share some insights about 
being a woman of faith. This event will 

take place on Friday, January 13 from 

8:30 pm to 7 am.  Forms are located 

outside of Ginaõs office on the bulletin 
board.   

 

Guys in grades 7th and up are welcome to 

attend a night of video games, pizza and 
listen to a speaker who will share some 
manly stories about hunting, dogs and his 

faith. The date of this event is Friday, 

January 20 from 8:30 pm to 7 am.  Forms 
for this event are located outside of Ginaõs 
office. 

Saturday, November 19, Calvary 

youth and parents sold 
refreshments next to the penguin 

display at the Holidaze Parade 
(top picture: Beth Bloomquist & 

Karen Laurence, right picture: 
the Mathiasen family) 
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Sunday and Wednesday Schools Resume in 2012 

Thatõs rightñwe are ready to begin the second half of the 
Christian education year! 

PromiseLand and Noahõs Ark ð Sundays  resumes January 8, 

2012. PromiseLand rotation #4 is the story of òThe Red Sea.ó The 

family page for òThe Red Seaó may be accessed at Calvaryõs 

website on the childrenõs ministry page. Family pages may be 
found on the kiosk, in the library and Olive Branch. Look for 
them. Watch for the new memory verse in the bulletin each 

week. Station 16 KIDS and Noahõs Ark ð Wednesdays resumes 
January 4.  

As we begin the new year, we want to say 

THANK YOU  to those of you who have 
gotten us to the half-way mark in Christian 

education this year. Thanks to those who 
shepherd and teach the rotation workshops 
for PromiseLand and to those who teach 

and help with the preschool program, Noahõs Ark. Thanks to 

those who have helped with music and to those who have 

brought treats and hosted the Olive Branch Café. Thanks to 
those who helped with the childrenõs Advent worship program. 
We are richly blessed with talented volunteers who love and 
support our childrenõs ministry in so many ways here at Calvary. 

We thank God for all of you! Please keep childrenõs ministry in 

your prayers. 

FAITH STEPS  classes for 1st and 2nd graders will 
be held January 8 and 15. They will be taught by 
Pastor Ron. He will be teaching the Ten 
Commandments. 

Upcoming Faith Steps classes:  

February 2 and 12; 4 and 5 year olds ð the Lordõs Prayer. 

March 4 and 11; 3rd and 4th graders ð The Apostlesõ Creed. 

The offering for Calvary Kids against 

Malaria  ð their special Advent offering ð 

brought $344.87. They saved their 
quarters in òM&Mó tubes and brought 
them forward during the processional for 
the Advent worship program on Dec. 
18th. Their offering will go to the ELCA 
Good Gifts program to help prevent 
Malaria. Malaria is a major health 
concern in forty countries in Africa and 
claims the life of a child every 45 seconds. 

The money that Calvary kids collected 
will go toward mosquito nets, medication, 
and education. $10 buys one mosquito 
net. $250 provides enough mosquito nets 
for an entire village. Calvaryõs kids truly 
have hearts for giving! 

Thank you to Bob & 
Connie Dickerson 
for providing donuts 
for Calvaryõs kids 
the morning of the 
Advent program. 

Calvary Kids Have Hearts for Giving!  

Second Noisy Offering ð December 4 

They collected $204 for their second offering. Added 
to the first offering, that makes $393 dollars or 39 
families who will have chickens to provide eggs to 
feed their families and to start their own small 
business. We will have two more special noisy 
offerings coming up in late winter and in the spring. 

Watch for information. If your child needs a barn, 
they are available at the Welcome Center or ask Mary. 

Spark Family, 

winter edition is 

available on the 

kiosk and at the 

Welcome Center 

and other places around church. Please 

pick one up to take home to share with 

your family.  
 

On Sunday, January 29, Paradise 

Pictures will be open for a movie and 

popcorn for children of parents who 

wish to attend the Annual Meeting.  


