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OUR  V ISION  
 

òThrough the cross of Jesus 

Christ, God is calling     

Calvary Lutheran Church 

to intentionally reach out 

and invite all people,      

nurture their faith and    

commitment to Jesus 

Christ, and send them to 

live a faithful and fruitful 

life of witness and service.ó 

 The Messenger 
A monthly publication for Calvary Lutheran Church 

www.calvarylutheranchurch.com   

Come Worship with us: 

Saturday evenings at      

5:30pm in the Chapel and 

Sunday mornings at           

8:00, 9:00 and 11:05am 

ñWelcome Others as Christ Has Welcomed You!ò 
Romans 15:7 

òTell us what you learned in visiting other churches this 
summer,ó he asked, as we talked about the clergy renewal 
time (sabbatical) I was given this past July & August.  
 

What did I learn in my visits? Well . . . one thought worth 
articulating could be summed up in one word: hospitality 
(or welcoming). We learned, I learned, in visiting other 
churches this summer that many congregations need work 

on hospitality.   
 

I told the church council two weeks ago that in the 9 
congregations we visited, Calvary Lutheran Church, 
Willmar, MN, is the only congregation I have experienced 
this summer that has door greeters - people who meet you 
at the door, open the door for you, shake hands, welcome and greet you there.  
(This is something that, under the leadership of the Board of Outreach, we are 
working on. Itõs not perfected yet; but in process.) I went on to share with the 
council some remarks by Pastor William Willimon, Bishop of the North Alabama 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. Here are some of his words (emphasis 
mine):  

...Iõve learned that hospitality may be the key factor in a faithfully growing church.   
 

...I have learned that the main difference between a congregation in decline and one with a 

future is the difference between practicing the faith for the exclusive benefit of òinsidersó (the 

members of that congregation) or passionate concern for the òoutsidersó (those who have 
yet to hear and to respond to the gospel). 
 

. . . A major task of ministry in our time and place is to turn our churches inside-out, 
making them more hospitable and therefore more faithful. 

 

Welcoming others as we have been welcomed! Itõs not simple. It requires patience 
and practice. It needs firm corporate resolve and conscious willful intention. But itõs 
do-able and achieve-able. I commend us all on behalf of the gospel to keep at it.   
 

Pastor Tim Larson  
 

 
 

 

Pastor  

Timothy Larson 
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Watch for upcoming sign-ups for greeting, hosting, or 

baking. Any questions can be directed to Millie Buer 
235-5798 or Krista Willis 235-4452. " 

A SUNDAY MORNING BIB LE CLASS  

Adults are invited to attend the remaining two sessions of a course on òHow did the 

Bible come to be our book of faith?ó The class, led by Pastor Ron Hanson, will meet in 

the Friendship Room on Sundays, October 2 and 16, during the educational hour 
from 10:05-10:55 am. The focus on October 2 is on how the New Testament came to 
be, and the October 16 class will explore how our Reformation heritage shapes the 
way we encounter Godõs Word in the Bible. No previous study or background in the 

Bible is needed. Refreshments will be available. 

Special music  

 

 
 

Oct 1:      5:30 p.m. Corlis Knapper 

Oct 2:   8:00 a.m. Connie Dickerson 

   9:00 a.m. Chapel Kids 

 11:05 a.m. Calvary Choir 

Oct 8:    5:30 p.m. Terry Shaw  

Oct 9:   8:00 & 9:00 a.m.  One Accord 

 11:05 a.m. Calvary Choir 

Oct 15:     5:30 p.m. JoAnn Halverson 

Oct 16:   8:00 a.m. Shirley Ringness 

   9:00 a.m. Calvary Choir 

 11:05 a.m. Shirley Ringness  

Oct 22:     5:30 p.m. TBA 

Oct 23:   8:00 a.m. Calvary Choir  

   9:00 a.m.  PromiseLand 

 11:05 a.m.  TBA 

Oct 29:     5:30 p.m. Calvary Choir  

Oct 30:   8:00 a.m. Calvary Bells 

   9:00 a.m.  Cherubõs & Noahõs Ark 

 11:05 a.m.  Free Spirits 

October  
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GENERAL FUND TREASURERôS REPORT 
JANUARYðAUGUST 

   
 

ACTUAL   

 

BUDGET 
INCOME:      
GENERAL FUND  437,401  444,005 

STEPPING FORWARD  44,557  45,433 

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME  44  400 

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP  725  700 
RADIO BROADCAST 
SPONSORSHIP  2,175  2,625 

CHRISTMAS/EASTER  7,848  7,000 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS  2,519  2,500 

INTEREST INCOME  776  800 

TOTAL INCOME  496,045  503,463 
     
EXPENSES:     
BENEVOLENCE  49,013  50,314 
PROGRAM MUSIC AND 
WORSHIP  56,186  57,312 
EVANGELISM OUTREACH  4,091  4,573 
CHILDREN & FAMILY  42,642  45,752 
YOUTH & FAMILY  37,288  40,044 

STEWARDSHIP  2,575  2,800 

LIBRARY  1,078  884 
MAINTENANCE AND 
PROPERTY  90,562  94,702 

ADMINISTRATION  90,910  97,835 

PASTORAL STAFF  145,049  155,066 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES  519,394  549,282 

Thank you for your generous support of Calvary Lutheran Church 

and its missions. 

Comments: General Fund contributions 1.5% under budget for the year. 

Stepping Forward contributions 1.9% under budget for the year. 
Total expenses 5.4% under budget for the year.  
 

FIRST FRUITS BENEVOLENCE GIVING 

JANUARYðAUGUST 

   
2011 

ACTUAL   

2010 

ACTUAL 

ELCA SW MN SYNOD   18,674   18,585 
PAZ Y ESPERANZA   6,389   5,380 
ELCA MISSIONARY-SYLOVAKIA   2,528   2,119 
ELCA MISSIONARY-JAPAN   2,,528   2,119 
ELCA MISSIONARY-
MADAGASCAR   1,333   2,119 
SUNBEAM ASSOCIATION FOR 
MISSION   1,474   1,467 
WILLMAR AREA FOOD SHELF   1,474   1,467 

SALVATION ARMY   1,966  1,956 
GREEN LAKE MINISTRY   3,440   3,424 
MEALS ON WHEELS   1,474   1,467 

LAKELAND CONFERENCE 
MINISTRY   3,440   3,424 
PRISONERS OF HOPE   0   338 
DISCRETIONARY 
BENEVOLENCE  2,819  1,000 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  1,474  1,467 

TOTAL   49,013   46,332 

Sundays at 10:05 a.m. in  Bethany Hall 

Oct. 2ñCarrie Van EppsñLiberia, the current  
              situation, the rebuilding of a country. 
Oct. 9ñConfirmation 101, Pastor Dean 

Oct. 16ñThe Life of Luther, Pastor Dean 

Oct. 30ñThe History & Implications of the  
                 Reformation, Pastor Dean 

ADULT FORUMS  NEW MEMBER CLASSES  will start October 23 and 
continue on October 30 
and November 6 in the 
Friendship Room at    
10:00 a.m. Orientation 
night/dinner will be 
Thursday, November 10, at 
6:00 p.m. in Bethany Hall. 

New Members will be received Sunday, November 13 

at the 9:00 a.m. New Horizon worship service.  
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YOUTH COUNCIL  

If you are interested in sharing your 
thoughts and ideas on the opportunities 
we offer for youth your age, please 
consider participating in the Youth 
Council.   

 The Jr. High Youth meet the first 

Wednesday of the month during the Confirmation meal.   

 The Sr. High Youth meet the second Wednesday of the 

month during the Confirmation meal                           
(6:10 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.) in the Sr. High Room.   

 

A brief form is posted outside of Ginaõs office on the bulletin 
board.  Please complete the form and return to Gina. 

Progressive Dinner Event for Youth in Grades 6
th

-8
th

  

On Friday, October 14,  at 6 pm, starting at 

Bethel Lutheran Church, an evening of fun, 
food, and games will be had by all 
who attend this collaborative 

fellowship event.  Bethel, Calvary 
and St. Maryõs churches are teaming 

up to offer a unique experience. Each 
church will offer one course of the meal.   

For example at our first location: 

1. Bethel will offer the appetizers and will have a Chinese 

or Japanese theme.  

2. Calvary will have the main entrée and a Jamaican 

theme.   

3. St. Maryõs will offer the desserts and a German theme.   
 
Weõll all meet at Bethel and a school bus will transport us to 

the respective churches mentioned. Youth can be picked up at 
our final stop, St. Maryõs Catholic Church.  The cost for this 
event is $10 per youth. Please pick up a form outside of Ginaõs 
office. Friends are welcome!       

Confirmation Youth & Parents 

On Wednesday, October 26 from 6 to 8 
pm, Mike Schiks, Exec Director of Project 
Turnabout, a chemical and gambling 
addiction center in Granite Falls, MN, will 

be here to talk with our youth about 
chemical addiction and other related topics. 
Parents are welcome to attend. Supper will 
be provided. Please e-mail Gina at 
gina@calvarylutheranchurch.com if you 
are a parent or guardian and would like to 
join us.   

On Sunday, October 23, 

from 8:30 to 10:30 am 

youth and their parents 
who are participating in 
the 2012 Youth 
Gathering in New 
Orleans, LA will be 
hosting a fundraising 
breakfast. The menu will 
be announced closer to 
the date of the meal.  

Please consider bringing a friend with you 
to enjoy this meal.    

Jr. High Youth Event 

Upcoming ELCA South West MN Synod 

Jr. High Youth Gathering will be held on 

November 18-19 & 19-20 at the Holiday 
Inn Conference Center.  Registrations are 

due to Gina by Wednesday, October 12.  
We will be assigned one of the two dates.  
Calvary has had great turn-outs for this faith 
enhancing and fun event, so please plan to 
attend. The music artist is Justing Anderson 
from MAINSTAY!!  The speaker, Arielle 
Mastellar, will focus on òTemptation and 
How We Contend with It in Our Faith Lives.ó 

Forms are located outside of Ginaõs office 
on the bulletin board.     

Sunday Opportunities 

Jr. High Youth - Please continue to attend the fun and 
informative Sunday opportunities during the education hour.  
Friends are WELCOME! 
 

Sr. High Youth - This month our focus, WHO do you want 

to be when you grow up?  We will have engaging speakers 
coming in to share their life experiences with you as you begin 
to reflect on what interests or occupations you might want to 
consider. Food is provided each week and friends are 
welcome!     

Community Meal Service 

On the third Sunday of each month Calvary 
hosts a Community Meal at 6 pm. Each 
month youth have an opportunity to serve 
the meal and help with the clean-up. Please 
let Gina know if you are interested.     

mailto:gina@calvarylutheranchurch.com
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Change in schedule: Please Note! 
The Christian education calendar has Food 
for Kidz scheduled for October 26. We have 
made a change in the schedule and Food for 

Kidz will not be taking place that evening. 

Instead, Station 16 KIDZ and Noahõs Ark  

(Wednesdays) will meet that evening at 
5:15pm as usual. 

Children singing for worship services: 
On October 23, PromiseLand children (ages 1st ð 

6th grade) will sing at the 9am worship service. 
 

On October 30, Noahõs Ark children (3,4,5 year 

olds) will sing at the 9am worship service. 

Three year olds to receive Bibles and                   
Faith Steps Class: 
On Sunday, October 2, Calvaryõs three year 
olds will receive their Spark Story Bibles at the 
9:00am worship service. Also, that Sunday, 
these three year olds and their parents are 

invited to attend Faith Steps: òPraying 

Together,ó with Pastor Tim. The class will 
take place in the Koinonia room during the education hour 
immediately following the service, 10:05-10:55am. 

Reminder: 
There will be no Station 16 KIDZ or Noahõs Ark on Wednesday, October 19th (Education Minnesota week). 

Noisy Offering for CHICKS! 
On Rally Sunday, Sunday and 
Wednesday school kids voted to collect a 
special offering to purchase chicks for 
families in need through the ELCA 
GOOD GIFTS program. Children are 
saving their coins in the little      
red barns that were handed     
out that day. The eggs from 
these chickens will make 
nutritious meals for families 
who are hungry. The extra 
eggs can generate income to 

grow a small business. Children should 

put their saved change in a baggy and 

bring it to church that way rather than 

bringing their barn. During opening and 

closing exercises we will take a ònoisy 

offeringó and make that pan rattle! $10 

buys ten chicks. The more money we 

collect, the more chicks we can buy! 

Rally Sunday was a hit!  
 

Childrenõs sermon  

 Grandmaõs Bible Jeopardy  

  Singing with Jean Berg 
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PRAYER CONFERENCE                     

AT CALVARY  

The Calvary Prayer Ministry Team 
will host a prayer conference,   
"Grow Deep in Prayer," on Friday 
evening, Oct. 28 and Saturday,    
Oct. 29 in Bethany Hall. The 
presenter will be Rev. Karl Kruse, a 
Lutheran pastor with Prayer Watch 
International.  

 

Topics will include intercessory prayer, 
transformational prayer, prayer and fasting, healing 
prayer and the Lord's Prayer. The cost of the prayer 
conference is $20 for individuals and $35 for 
couples. Please register and pay via the conference 
brochure in the church office.  
 

The prayer conference is open to everyone.   
Contact the Calvary Prayer Ministry Team if you 
want more information. Thank you. 
 

 The Calvary Prayer Ministry Team 

Shelley Hedlund, Dianne Plahn, Jeanie Thorpe,              
Julie Neumann, & Sandi Bennett     

   

MISSION COMMITTEE  

During Mission Sunday services in October, Calvary 
members will have the chance to financially support 
two causes: Calvary Women of the ELCA 
(CWELCA) and the Community Meal.  
 

As it did last year, the Mission Committee 
designated funds from Mission Sunday for those two 
initiatives. 
 

Anyone who would like to support CWELCA and 
the Community Meal should look for special 
envelopes that will be available in the pews during 
the Saturday and Sunday services, Oct. 15 and 16. 
                               The Mission Committee 

SOCIAL CONCERNS CORNER  

Fall is here!  Hope you all are enjoying the cooler 

weather! Social Concerns fall projects involve the 
Basic Needs Drive, which continues through Oct. 2. 
 

The Basic Needs drive collects items such as soap, 
toothpaste, cleaning supplies, shampoo, Kleenex, 
toilet paper, and other items needed for basic needs.  
We then give these supplies as well as any money we 
have collected to the Salvation Army so they can help 
supply those in need. Thanks to all of you who have 
donated goods or money to this worthy cause. 
 

There will not be a Food for Kidz (Kids Against 
Hunger) this year. We are regrouping the troops that 

plan this and hope to provide it again in 2012. 
 

In October we start notifying organizations to provide 
names for our Giving Tree. If you know of any 
organizations that would like to be considered for this 
drive, please let us know. More information will be 
available in the November Messenger and through the 
bulletins. Time is flying! 
 

Thanks for all you do as members of Calvary. There is 
a strong history of giving through this congregation! It 
is much appreciated. 

Becky Romosz, Social Concerns 

THANK YOU & APPRECIATION  

Dear Friends at Calvary, 

Thanks so much for the cards, visits, and prayers I 
received while hospitalized at Fairview Ridges. Also 
thanks to Pastor Dean for the prayers and phone calls. 

Gervaise Sjoberg 

 

Thank you to Carolyn and Christa 

Gripentrog for the delicious 

homemade goodies served in the 

Friendship Room this summer. It was 

very much appreciated. 

Are you missing a coat? 
Please check the coat 
closet if you have 

misplaced yours. After 
Oct. 15 the coats will 
be donated. Thank you! 


